AUG-03-2004 TUE 11:27 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 06 



REMARKS 

Tit response to the Office Aclioa dated June 3, 2004, Applicant respectfully requests 
leconsideralion based on the folloNving remarks. Applicant respectfully submits that the 
claims as prescnttsd are in condition for allowance. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the features of canceled claim 2 and thus this 
wncndment docs not raise any new issues. Claims 23 has been amended to include the 
features of canceled claim 25 and thus this amendment docs not raise any new issues. 

Claims 2 and 25 were rcjecled under 35 U.S.C. § 103> as being unpatentable ovcr 
NoUing in view of Lesley. Tliis rejection is discussed below witli reference to claims I and 
23. 

Claim 1 recites "providing a dial tone to the set activation fee telephone Ihini the 
public switched telephone network if the billing infomiation is valid." In embodiments of 
the invention, no dial lone is provided until the billing information is confirmed. In fact, a 
false dial tone maybe generated (Applicant's specification, page 3, lines 7-10) which is then 
released and replaced with a dial tone once the billing information is approved (Applicant's 
spcci Hcation, page 3, lines 7-10). This feature is not provided in Nolling or Lesley. 

In applying Nolting, the Examiner cites to column 30, lines 10-39. This section of 
Nolling docs not disclose withholding dial tone. Similarly, Lesley specifically teaches 
placing the call and then verifying prepayment. Acconlingly, Lesley teaches providing dial 
tone (i.e., so the call can be initiated) without waiting to verify payment information. Thus, 
even if Nolting and Lesley are combined, the subject matter of claim 1 does not result. 

For at least the above reasons, claim 1 is patentable over Nolting in view of Lesley. 

Claim 25 recites "prior to placing the telephone call to the called telephone number, 
determining whether billmg infomiation for the telephone call is valid." Again, neither 
Nolting nor Lesley teach or suggest this feature as discussed above with reference to claim 1 . 
Accoidingly, claim 25 is patentable over NoUing in view of Lesley. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant submits that the above-identified 
.npplication is now in condition for allowance. Early notification to this effect is respectfully 
recjucstcd. 
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inhere arc any charges willi respect to tliis response or othei"wise, pleaso charge them 
to Deposit Account 06-1130 maintaiiiej by Applicant's attorneys. 

Respectfully subTnitted, 



By: 4Ma^;^^':).^1o^^ , 

Marisa J. Dubllc 
Registration No. 46,673 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 GrilKin Road South 
Bloomficld, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-01 1 5 
Customer No. 36192 

Dale; Augusts, 2004 
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